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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/157,998 



Examin r 

Romain Jeanty 



Applicant(s) 

LESSER, RONALD^o 



Art Unit 

3623 



- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cov rshe t with the correspondence address ■ 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 November 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 49-93 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) I3 Claim(s) 49-93 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. j 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. ( 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachment(s) 



1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) CH Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) CD Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) [H Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) D Othef: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Part of Paper No. 26 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1 . This communication is in response to Applicant £ s amendment filed on November 
27, 2002. Claims 51, 55, 57-59 68, 91 are amended. Claims 49-93 are pending in the 
application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicants arguments with respect to claim 49-93 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 105 

3. The information is required to document the level of skill and knowledge in the 
art of generating a medical billing code. 

Applicant and the assignee of this application are required under 37 CFR 1 . 105 to 
provide the following information that the examiner has determined is reasonably 
necessary to the examination of this application. 

The information is required to identify products and services embodying the 
disclosed subject matter of soliciting underlying information regarding details medical 
service being provided, using the underlying information to calculate intermediate values 
based on the information and processing the intermediate values to generate billing code. 

The information is required to identify products and services embodying the 
disclosed subject matter of gathering real-time information during interaction with a 
patient and to remind the information gatherer regarding specific points of inquiry that 
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are be relevant to further examination of that patient and calculating (HCFA) billing code 
from said gathered data. 

The information is required to identify products and services embodying the 
disclosed subject matter of collecting data from a patient encounter, algorithm for linking, 
comparing, and computing the collected data with requirement codes an resultant code 
based in part on said linked, compared and computer data. 

The information is required to identify products and services embodying the 
disclosed subject matter of receiving information and determining intermediated codes 
and final code based on the codes, the information being detailed to support Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services billing requirement. 

In response to this requirement, please provide a list of keywords that are 
particularly helpful in locating publications related to the disclosed art of determining 
intermediate and final codes based on information gathered. 

In response to this requirement, please provide copies of each publication which 
any of the applicants authored or co-authored and which describe the disclosed subject 
matter of generating billing code using calculated intermediate values from obtained 
information. 

In response to this requirement, please provide the title, citation and copy of each 
publication that is a source used for the description of the prior art in the disclosure. For 
each publication, please provide a concise explanation of that publication's contribution 
to the description of the prior art. 

In response to this requirement, please provide the title, citation and copy of each 
publication that any of the applicants relied upon to develop the disclosed subject matter 
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that describes the applicant's invention, particularly as to developing automatically 
determining intermediate and final codes from received information and the information 
being sufficiently detailed to support HFCA and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services billing requirements. For each publication, please provide a concise explanation 
of the reliance placed on that publication in the development of the disclosed subject 
matter. 

In response to this requirement, please provide the names of any products or 
services that have incorporated the claimed subject matter. 

In response to this requirement, please provide the names of any products or 
services that have incorporated the disclosed prior art of processing intermediate values 
from obtained data to generate HCFA billing code. 

In response to this requirement, please state the specific improvements of the 
subject matter in claims 49, 51, 55, 58, 59, 68, 74-76 and 91 over the disclosed prior art 
and indicate the specific elements in the claimed subject matter that provide those 
improvements. For those claims expressed as means or steps plus function, please 
provide the specific page and line numbers within the disclosure which describe the 
claimed structure and acts. 

The applicant is reminded that the reply to this requirement must be made with 
candor and good faith under 37 CFR 1 .56. Where the applicant does not have or cannot 
readily obtain an item of required information, a statement that the item is unknown or 
cannot be readily obtained will be accepted as a complete reply to the requirement for 
that item. 
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4. This requirement is subject to the provisions of 37 CFR 1. 134, 1.135 and 1.136 and has a 
shortened statutory period of *** months. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY 
BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

5. This requirement is an attachment of the enclosed Office action. A complete 
reply to the enclosed Office action must include a complete reply to this requirement. 
The time period for reply to this requirement coincides with the time period for reply to 
the enclosed Office action. 

6. This requirement is subject to the provisions of37CFR 1.134, 1.135 and 1.136 and has a 
shortened statutory period of 2 months. EXTENSIONS OF THIS TIME PERIOD MAY 
BE GRANTED UNDER 37 CFR 1 136(a). 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed Romain Jeanty whose telephone number is (703) 308-9585. 
The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Thursday from 7:30 am to 6:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner are not successful, the examiner's supervisor, Tariq R 
Hafiz can be reached at (703) 305-9643. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C 20231 

or faxed to: 
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(703) 305-7687 

Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington VA, seventh floor receptionist. 




Romain JeQjfty 



Patent Examiner 
February 19, 2003 



